[A patient with confusion and pneumocephalus: what is your diagnosis?].
We report the case of a 58 year old male who presented with acute meningoencephalitis and pneumocephalus (intracranial air) visualized on head CT scan. Despite the lack of typical clinical signs such as retroauricular tenderness, red tympanic membrane or otorrhea, mastoiditis was suggested by head CT scan. The patient made a full recovery after mastoidectomy and six weeks of antibiotic therapy. Streptococcus pneumoniae grew from a surgical purulent mastoid tissue sample. Mastoiditis and its complications are rare in adults. A high level of clinical suspicion is needed when a patient presents with encephalitis of unclear origin.